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who have recorded and documented achieve-
ments of Hispanic families in East Chicago
and the Indiana Harbor Region. The Commu-
nity Organization Award was presented to the
Hammond Hispanic Community Committee.
Juan Andrade, Jr. earned the Cesar Chavez
Award for co-founding the Midwest-Northeast
Voter Registration Education Project. Juan
was also recently named one of the ‘‘100 Most
Influential Hispanics in America’’ by the His-
panic Business Magazine.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in applauding
all of the award recipients chosen by the His-
panic Coordinating Council. I feel that all of
the participants are most deserving of the hon-
ors that were bestowed upon them. Moreover,
I would like to commend the Hispanic Coordi-
nating Council, its President, Ben Luna, and
all of the Council members for committing
themselves to preserving their culture. It is my
privilege to commend them on their achieve-
ments.
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OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Tuesday, April
16, 1996, marks the 25th anniversary of the
Gay and Lesbian Activist Alliance [GLAA].
GLAA is the oldest consistently active lesbian
and gay political and civil rights organization in
the United States. I am proud to represent
GLAA in Congress and to count its members
among my friends.

Since its founding in 1971, GLAA has re-
mained a nonpartisan organization and a con-
sistent force advocating the civil and political
rights of the lesbian and gay people in Wash-
ington, DC, and across the Nation. GLAA has
played a pivotal role in establishing a ban on
discrimination against lesbian and gay public
schoolteachers in Washington, DC, the first in
the Nation. Its efforts helped lead to the pas-
sage of DC’s Human Rights Act, the founding
of the Civilian Complaint Review Board, the
reform of the District’s sodomy statute, and
the enactment of DC’s domestic partnership
law.

GLAA’s work with elected officials in Wash-
ington, DC, has resulted in more effective
AIDS prevention programs targeted to the
public schools, to the prisons, to the home-
less, and to underserved populations in the
Nation’s Capital. The alliance’s tireless advo-
cacy on behalf of persons living with AIDS in-
creased local funding for AIDS services and
programs.

I hope my fellow Members will join me in
congratulating the Gay and Lesbian Activist
Alliance on its 25th anniversary. I wish them
every success in their future endeavors.
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Mr. MARTINI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a very special individual from the
Eighth Congressional District of New Jersey.

Dr. James J. Fadule, Jr. has served as su-
perintendent of the Nutley Public Schools for
the past 18 years and has set the standard for
pedagogical excellence.

‘‘What should I be when I grow up?’’ is a
question many young people ask when they
are in school. Dr. Fadule has changed the
premise of the question by encouraging stu-
dents to ask ‘‘What should be my work in the
world?’’ This is not a question about a pay-
check, but a question about life.

The work of Dr. Fadule’s life has been to
push students and teachers to expand their
energies for the sake of achieving something
special. Work in this intrinsic sense is not what
we do for a living but what we do with our liv-
ing.

Some of life’s greatest joys come from the
work of one’s life. Indeed, those who have ne-
glected the joy of work, of a job well done,
have lost something very meaningful. Thank
you, Dr. James Fadule for your life’s work—I
am certain that as you begin your retirement
you will continue to encourage, teach, and ap-
preciate others in all that you do.
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Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, as we approach
the 26th anniversary of the first Earth Day
next Monday, I would like to make the follow-
ing observations about the 104th Congress.

The 104th Congress came to Washington
with an aggressive, antienvironment agenda
promoted largely by industry and special inter-
est groups who were determined to turn back
25 years of progress to protect public health,
safety, and the environment.

The budget cuts proposed by the Gingrich
Congress for the Department of the Interior
and the Environmental Protection Agency are
aimed at the heart of our Nation’s environ-
mental protection. The two departments with
the greatest environmental authority have be-
come the prime targets in the current attack
on the environment.

The proposed cut in funding for the EPA is
21 percent below last year’s level, which
would seriously affect EPA’s enforcement of
clean air, clean water, and safe drinking water
laws. The Interior appropriations bill included
provisions to open Alaska’s Tongass National
Forest to increased logging and continue the
moratorium on listing new endangered spe-
cies.

The funding for protection of our Nation’s
wetlands, endangered species, forests, and
public lands must not be sacrificed in favor of
short-term profits for miners, grazers, and de-
velopers. Programs to protect our Nation’s
water and air should not be held hostage to

budget antics that have left these primary en-
vironmental agencies limping through the 1996
fiscal year with only a fraction of the funding
needed to function.

The impacts of Republican cuts to the EPA
include:

Weakened enforcement of environmental
laws—including a 40-percent reduction in
health and safety inspections of industrial fa-
cilities;

Delayed new standards to protect drinking
water—including tap water standards for pol-
lutants like cryptosporidium, which killed 100
people in Milwaukee in 1993;

Delayed new and ongoing cleanups at toxic
waste sites—start of new construction halted
at 68 sites; pace of cleanup slowed at 400
sites;

Rolled back community right-to-know infor-
mation about toxic chemicals;

Created barriers to developing new controls
to protect rivers and streams from industrial
water pollutants;

Delayed approving pesticides with lower
health risks as a safer alternative for farmers;

Delayed new standards for toxic industrial
air pollutants;

Delayed review of air pollution standards to
ensure adequate health protection; and

Delayed studies on how toxic chemicals
may impair reproductive development and
studies on how pollution affects high-risk pop-
ulations.

These are just some of the effects of the
cuts to EPA funding. I have not even listed the
serious impacts of spending cuts on the De-
partment of the Interior.

I will conclude with two observations. First,
scientists say you cannot separate personal
health from the health of our environment. Pol-
lution prevention equals disease prevention.
These foolish cuts are reducing our Nation’s
investment in public health. It is false economy
to cut back on enforcement of clean air and
clean water. How sad that 26 years after the
first Earth Day and a generation of fighting
pollution, the Republicans are choosing to dis-
mantle environmental programs.

Second, I will call attention to a report on
environmental protection by the California
State Senate. The press reports, ‘‘Contrary to
popular belief, environmental regulations are
not a major cause of job losses and declining
economic performance.’’

The Senate report concludes that environ-
mental laws are not a major cause for the re-
location of business to other States or coun-
tries. According to the report, more jobs are
lost from leveraged buyouts and mergers than
from controlling pollution.

The American people have the answer—
they want a safe and healthy environment. We
should follow their lead, and we should live up
to their expectations that the Federal Govern-
ment will ensure their health and safety at all
levels. We should remember that every day of
every year.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
call to the attention of my colleagues the
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